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Welcome to the latest edition of Rabbit Run-Away Chronicles, our newsletter for Rabbit Run-Away Orphanage 
and the House Rabbit Society Australian Chapter…. 

10th Anniversary Edition 
In June 2009 Rabbit Runaway Orphanage was registered as a 
charity, becoming the first and only dedicated no-kill pet 
rabbit rescue in Australia.  This was made possible through 
the development of an innovative permanent foster program. 

 

To understand how the Orphanage developed we need to 
go back to 2005 when the first stray rabbits arrived at our 
property in Glen Waverley.  Within 6 months a further 5 had 
found their way to us. 

 

I took the latest two strays to a mainstream rescue.  Sadly 
the animals were euthanaised due to existing health issues.  
This effected me deeply and the seeds were sown to show 
that rescues did not need to kill animals.  There was an 
alternative; if there was a will to fundraise for vet care and 
place the animals into permanent foster homes.  As more 
animals came, we moved to Olinda to establish the first 
dedicated rabbit rescue in Victoria.  The struggle took 4 
years as we  wrangled with prejudice against pet rabbits 
and community perception that all rabbits were feral pests. 

We have rehomed thousands of stray, unwanted and 
abandoned pet rabbits, and continue to support 240 special 
needs animals in permanent homes through our foster 
program. 

Take a pictorial journey with us as we look back to the 
start of our rescue. 

In a leap of faith, we brought a property with a garage for the rab-

bits.  There was no house on the property for the humans. 

Our house was eventually built and years later we received an 

Animal Welfare grant to renovate the garage. 



Our Move to Olinda 
We moved to Olinda with our 8 pets, Mali, Tai, Fleur, Lori, Gia, 
Tulip, Hiro & Chi, as well as a number of rescue buns.  When 
we first arrived, we ’camped’ in the garage with our pets, 
whilst the rescue animals were housed in a shed behind the 
garage.  

Mali (rip) 
Mali was one of our 
bunnies and an integral 
part of our rescue.  She 
took on the role of ‘meet 
and greet’ bunny.  She 
would stand silently beside 
visitors waiting for a pat.  If 
they did not notice her, she 
would give their legs a 
gentle scratch with her soft 
paws.  She was my shadow, 
intuitive, gentle and 
intelligent.  She was a 
beautiful soul in a bunnies 
body and we miss her every 
day. 

Elvis (rip) 
Elvis was our first rescue rabbit  
and came to us prior to our 
move to Olinda.  One day whilst 
in his exercise pen on the lawn, 
he sidled up to another bun, who 
bit him through the pet fence.  
His beautiful white fur was blood 
stained as we rushed him to 
animal emergency.  That day 
Elvis meet Dr Gerry, who is now 
“The Rabbit Doctor”.  Dr Gerry 
fell in love with this velvety 
white rex with the crooked lip 
(from the bite), who she called 
Elvis.  Two weeks later Elvis went 
to live with Dr Gerry, making 
Elvis her first bunny in Australia.  
Dr Gerry also became our first 
adoptee. 
Volunteer Insight  
Lee Ann Tee is one of our longest serving volunteers.  
Lee Ann has been volunteering 
with us since January 2013, she 
now works full time, but 
continues to volunteer in a 
management capacity.  She is 
also one of our qualified House 
Rabbit Society educators.  She 
has three gorgeous buns- Rubi, 
Max and Sunflower Van Gough.  
Sadly her little bun Solo has 
crossed the rainbow bridge. 
Rubi is a beautiful cinnamon 
Rex, Max is a brown and white 
English Spot, and Sunflower  is a sweet angora with half an ear. 

Lee Ann has done the hard yards with us as she started before we 
had the house built or the garage renovated. 

We set about applying for permits for our house and to run our 

rescue.  Our  excitement turned into a nightmare, which lasted for 

four year.  Neighbours objected to our rescue and applying for per-

mits for rabbits met a wall of opposition from all those who consid-

ered rabbits to be feral pests.  We were forced out of our garage to 

take up accommodation close buy.  We worried each day about 

being away from the animals due to the aggression towards our 

rescue.  In time the permit for the house and the animal rescue was 

approved through a VCAT process that left us financially barren. 

Ten years on, our rescue is still operating, servicing vets, pounds, 

shelters and stray pets across the state. 

Picture Above:  When we first arrived our buns lived with us, in 

hutches near the back door of the garage. 

Picture Below:  Our lounge room was where the vet area is now 

located. 



Rabbit Run-Away Orphanage is the ONLY rescue in 
Australia that has a permanent foster program.  The 
Corporate Sponsor program partners Rabbit Run-
away Orphanage with like-minded businesses in the 
community, and the sponsorship fees go towards our 
ongoing vet care for our permanent foster rabbits. 

Information about our sponsorship program can be 
found on our website here:  

https://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/sponsorship  

 

Our Corporate Sponsors  
 

Diamond Sponsors 

Habitat Joinery 
http://www.habitatjoinery.com.au/  

  

Diamond Sponsors 

Fortiz Accountants 
https://www.fortizaccountants.com.au/  
 

Gold Sponsor 

Willow Woods  
https://www.willowwoods.com.au/  

 

Silver Sponsor 

Fortiz Booking 
https://www.fortizbookkeeping.com.au/  
 

Bronze Sponsor 

Fortiz Accountants 
https://www.fortizaccountants.com.cn/  

Corporate Sponsorship Program 

MERLIN IS ONE OF OUR ELDER BUNS 
 

Merlin was surrendered in his autumn years because a 

member of the human family was highly allergic to his 

fur and hay.  He loves his ball and we have recently 

bonded him with a sweet elder bun called Winnie. 

 

We have elderly buns, health challenged buns and ones 

with mobility issues in our foster program.  Our Corpo-

rate Sponsors directly support the vet care for these 

rabbits.  We have more that 250 rabbits in our perma-

nent foster program.  With the assistance of our Corpo-

rate Sponsors, we provide vet care for all these bunnies 

for their lifetime. 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES THAT SUPPORT 

AND CARE ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THESE ANIMALS. 

 

Buy a Bunny a Little Time Sponsor 

Alkimi Wines 
http://www.alkimiwines.com/        

https://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/sponsorship
http://www.habitatjoinery.com.au/
https://www.fortizaccountants.com.au/
https://www.willowwoods.com.au/
https://www.fortizbookkeeping.com.au/
https://www.fortizaccountants.com.cn/
http://www.alkimiwines.com/


Bunny Education - See the 
link below for handy 
information about caring for 
your bun: 

https://
www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/
hrs-information-sheets 

 

 

Rabbit Run-Away 
Orphanage Inc.  

ABN 42 975 123 153 

19 Stanley Street, Olinda 
VIC 3788, AUSTRALIA 

Phone: 1300 959 370 or  

(03) 9751 1229 

 

 

Web: 
www.rabbitrunaway.org.au  

E-mail: 
info@rabbitrunaway.org.au 

 

Contributors:   

Dr Judi Inglis 

Megan Munro 

 

 

VOLUNTEER CORNER 
Volunteers of the Month— July—Aug ‘19 
Congratulations to Rayeesha Lee-Jendili and Kerry Cormack, who are 

the volunteers of the month for July & August 2019.  Thank you so 

much for all that you do for the orphanage! 

Call for Volunteers 
We are always on the lookout for new volunteers to assist onsite 
with cleaning and showing some love to our orphans, for positions 
between 8.30am and 12.30pm (or until finished), 7 days a week.  If 
you are interested in supporting us, please visit the website to read 
about volunteer opportunities and apply online.  

Alternatively, contact the orphanage on 9751 1229 to find out more.  

There are many ways to help the Orphanage, such as donating 
goods, sponsoring a bunny, fundraising or becoming a member.   

Find out more on the Rabbit Run-Away Orphanage website. 

https://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/hrs-information-sheets
https://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/hrs-information-sheets
https://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/hrs-information-sheets
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au
mailto:info@rabbitrunaway.org.au?subject=Rabbit%20Runaway%20Enquiry
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