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The end of an era as our little Florence nightingale bunny, Tulip, died of a 
broken bunny heart.  Tulip grieved for 3 days after Mali died two weeks 
ago, and just decided that it was time for her to join Mali across the 
rainbow bridge.  

Sweet Tulip looked after Hiro and Gia, and then Mali as age disabled 
them. She was our beautiful, sensitive and loving little girl and adored 
Mali and the other of her bunny family that went before her.   

Tulip was the last of our own 8 buns - Chi, Lori, Fleur, Tai, Hiro, Gia, Mali, 
Tulip.  We mourn her passing.  

Tulip (4th Sept 2006 - 1st Oct 2015) 

Crisis for Rabbit Rescues 

Rabbit Run-Away Orphanage has closed its doors to 
ALL intakes of rabbits until further notice.  During 
the first 2 weeks of October, the Orphanage has 
experienced an exceptionally high number of 
people wanting to surrender their rabbits.  The 
rabbits are in groups of 2 to 20 at a time, averaging 
10 surrenders a day putting extreme pressure on all 
the rabbit rescues in Melbourne.  All are full and 
overflowing and unable to take any more and we 
have not yet reached the Christmas period where 
we receive an explosion of requests to take lost 
and surrendered pets.  Rabbit Runaway Orphanage 
has no choice but to refer persons on to other 
rescues, however these are also at capacity.  

For us to prepare for the Christmas period, we are 
in dire need of foster carers to look after the 
bunnies in their own homes both short (till end of 
January 2016) and longer term.  All equipment, 
support and vet care is provided by the Orphanage.  

Please call Judi at the Orphanage on 9751 1229 if 
you are able to house the buns indoors and can 
help. 

Fostering 
To foster through the Orphanage means you will be 
providing a short term loving and caring indoor 
home for a bunny family or a longer term home for 
our special needs (VIB) buns.  

Fostering a rabbit means you will be giving a bunny 
a loving, safe, interactive environment and in return 
they will reward you with love, companionship and 
many binkies (a bunny’s happy dance).   

Vet bills are covered by the Orphanage and when 
you go on holidays your foster bunny can be cared 
for by us. 

Our rabbit foster parents are provided with 
equipment at no charge including: 

 Indoor pet fence 

 litter trays 

 hay tray or hay rack 

 training 

 advice and support when needed. 

If you are interested in fostering, please call the 
orphanage on 9751 1229 or visit the website for 
more information.  

http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/#!adopt-foster/ck7s


HRS Hints - Cool Buns 
and Summer Heat 

Rabbits wear fur coats and are not designed to live 
above ground in the summer heat.  Rabbits are 
usually in cool burrows in the heat of the day.  Our 
pet rabbits are forced into outdoor hutches in the 
sun and do not cope with soaring temperatures and 
can die.  Outdoor rabbits are at greater risk as their 
enclosures heat up and they have nowhere to go to 
get out of the summer sun to cool themselves down. 

RABBITS MOST AT RISK 

Rabbits over 5 years old or ones who are overweight 
or incapacitated are even more vulnerable to heat 
related illness. These rabbits tend to be more 
sedentary and may not get up to drink water if they 
are too hot. This can quickly lead to dehydration 
which can lead to death or other health problems. 

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR RABBITS 

 We do not want to see rabbits locked in hutches, 
and it can be fatal for them to be locked in a 
hutch on a summer’s day. 

 Bring your outside rabbit out of their hutch into a 
run in a shaded area once the temperature 
reaches 20 degrees 

 Bring your outside rabbit indoors on hot days. 

 Make sure your rabbit is in the shade and has 
cool earth to lie on.  

 Have plenty of cool water in a sturdy bowl. 

 Put a sprinkler over the rabbit area to provide 
cooler air 

 Put in frozen bottles of water wrapped in a light 
tea towel for the rabbit to lie against. 

 Place a few ice cubes in their water so that they 
can also lie against the water bowl. 

 Mist the rabbit’s ears to help keep the rabbit 
cool. 

 Brush out excessive fur.   

 For angora and cashmere rabbits, have their fur 
groomed short during summer 

 Fill soft drink bottles with water and freeze them. 
Once frozen, put the frozen water bottle in the 
rabbit’s space so he can lean against it to keep 
cool. Keep a few of these on hand in your 
freezer. 

 Provide plenty of fresh greens sprayed with 
water to help keep your rabbit hydrated.  

 Set up a circulating fan that will breeze past your 
rabbit without blowing directly on him all day. 

 Place a ceramic tile or marble square in your 
rabbit’s space. The marble or tile stays cool for 
them to lie on. 

OTHER RISKS 

Heatstroke - Signs of heat stroke are lethargy and 
limpness and very hot ears and body 

DO NOT submerge your rabbit in cold water. This 
could place the rabbit in shock. 

Dampen your rabbit’s ears and body with cool water. 

Place your rabbit on a cool gel pack to bring down 
temperature 

GET YOUR RABBIT TO YOUR VETERINARIAN OR 
EMERGENCY CLINIC IMMEDIATELY. DO NOT WAIT! 

Flystrike - Moisture, warmth, and odour attract flies. 
If open sores are present, or if thick fur is dampened 
with urine or faeces, flies will head toward these 
warm incubation areas to lay their eggs. 

As the weather warms, flies can strike and kill a 
healthy animal that has temporary loose stools, but 
at particular risk are aging, disabled, long-haired or 
overweight rabbits who are not able to clean 
themselves. Within 24 hours, rabbits can enter a 
terminal state of shock due to maggot infestation. 
The chances are greater if the rabbit is outside, but it 
only takes one fly indoors to do the damage. 
Maintaining a watchful eye, keeping your bunny dry 
and shaved around the bottom area (if needed) are 
critical preventative steps.  

COOL PRODUCT: Pet gel cooling pads are sold on 
eBay and most pet shops and are particularly useful 
for keeping your rabbit cool or cooling down an 
overheated rabbit. 

Compiled by Dr J. Inglis HRS Australia Chapter 



Buns of the Month - VIBs 

Humans are not, and will never be perfect, so why would we 
expect this of our pets? The Orphanage does not euthanise any 
rabbit that comes into its care with a disability, that when 
assessed by our vet, is deemed they can live a happy, healthy and 
long life with appropriate love and care.  

Each VIB is different, some have dental issues or age related 
issues such as arthritis, which can require daily medication.  

These beautiful Very Important Bunnies (VIB); Meadow, Dot, Axel 
and Dolly, Ruby and Calico and Sherbet, are just a few of our VIB 
bunnies looking for foster homes. They deserve loving homes just 
as much as any bunny, a chance to live a healthy, safe and 
carefree life. 

If you are an experienced rabbit owner, or are willing to learn 
and would like to foster one of these very special bunnies long 
term, please let us know, we would love to hear from you!  All the 
VIB's ongoing vet care and support is provided by the Orphanage. 

Who’s Who? 

This month we hear from one of 

our contributors to Rabbit Run-

Away Chronicles, Letitia (Tish) 

Panosh. 

1. How did you find out about the 

Orphanage? 

In 2012 my beloved bunny Mr. 

Jones passed away. I wasn't 

coping with his loss and wanted to 

be close to people who 

understood, I just didn't know 

where to find them. I also wanted 

to do more for bunnies in his 

honour. I did a web search and 

found the Orphanage and the rest 

is history. 

2. What do you do at the 

Orphanage? 

I am a permanent foster carer for 

the Orphanage and foster a 

special needs bun called Teddy, a 

big, gorgeous giant with a splay 

leg and piercing blue eyes. 

Fostering him, with the help of the 

Orphanage, allows him to have a 

permanent loving home.  I call him 

Ted Legs. However my very first 

gig for the Orphanage was to be 

involved in a bunny rescue. I then 

started cleaning and moved onto 

writing articles for the monthly 

newsletter, Rabbit Run-Away 

Chronicles. 

3. What is the best thing about 

volunteering? 

The best thing about volunteering 

is not only giving back but also 

receiving. If I had never started 

volunteering for them I wouldn't 

be as educated on bunny care as I 

am now. I wouldn't have known 

there was a ‘bunny community’ 

out there or met the great people 

within it, fostering lifelong 

friendships along the way. 

Becoming involved with the 

Orphanage has led me to rescue 

and re-home several bunnies on 

my own. I will always be involved 

with the Orphanage in one way or 

another because I believe in what 

they are doing. 



Bunny Education - See the 
links below for handy 
information about caring for 
your bun: 

Bunny Care Booklet 

Responsible Bunny Ownership 

The Myxomatosis Virus 

The Bunny Diet 

Bunnies as Indoor Pets  

Companion Bunnies  

When a Bunny Needs a Vet 
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Important Dates to Remember 

What? When? 

World Vegan Day Sunday November 1 

Winston’s Challenge (City of Melbourne) Saturday November 21 

Winston’s Challenge (City of Darebin) Saturday December 12 

World Animal Day 
Rabbit Runaway Orphanage attended World Animal Day on 4th October at Edgar’s 
Mission.  World Animal Day celebrates animals and brings a focus to animal welfare.  
The event gave us the opportunity to meet other welfare groups and talk to the 
public about rabbit welfare.  A great day was had by all and a big thankyou to Edgar’s 
Mission for hosting this wonderful event, and to our volunteers, Lee-Ann, Casey, Inge 
and James who looked after our stall on the day. 

Volunteer Positions Available 
Data Entry - one afternoon per week; Shelter Attendants - weekend shifts available; 
Short term foster carers - Nov 15 to Feb 16; Long term foster carers for VIBs - 
wanted as soon as possible; Collectors for Winston’s Challenge - wanted in 
November & December.  Contact the orphanage for more info.  

Readers please 
note! 

We will be issuing our 
newsletter as bi-monthly 
editions for the next few 

months.   

You will see Rabbit Run-
Away Chronicles again in 
December and February. 

A day to donate 
your spare change 
on the 28th of 
each month - save 
the date! 

Vet Tip 
Rabbits ears are amazing – they can hear sounds from a 

long way away, and can accurately tell what direction 

sounds is coming from – so they can be very sensitive to loud noise 

within the home.  Sadly, they are also prone to infection – a recent UK study 

showed that as many as a third of rabbits may have undiagnosed ear 

infections. Ouch! If your bunny is excessively shaking his head, scratching, or 

generally not happy, it may be an ear problem - so get them checked by your 

bunny friendly vet.  

Dr Gerry Skinner BSc BVSc PhD MRCVS MANZCVSc - The Rabbit Doctor 

http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Booklet-Bunny-Ownership_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Responsible-Bunny-Ownership_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Myxomatosis-Virus_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/The-Bunny-Diet_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Bunnies-as-Indoor-Pets_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Companion-Bunnies_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/When-your-bunny-needs-a-vet_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au
mailto:info@rabbitrunaway.org.au?subject=Rabbit%20Runaway%20Enquiry
http://www.wvd.org.au/
http://www.wvd.org.au/

