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Welcome to the latest edition of Rabbit Run-Away Chronicles, our newsletter for Rabbit Run-Away Orphanage 
and the House Rabbit Society Australian Chapter…. 

The Bunny in the Box 

Imagine you are walking your dog… your dog is very 
interested in going towards a bush just off the 
walking track.  Then you see a box under the bush.  
You carefully open the box to see a small, white , 
young rabbit, scared and cowering in the corner; you 
have just meet Cherry. 

Orphanage Insights 
 From November 2017 to February 2018, the 

Orphanage has taken in 104 rabbits, at a cost 
of $300 per rabbit to prepare them for 
rehoming.  This means that we need to raise 
$31,200 for their vet care. 

 Amongst them there are a number of special 
needs rabbits that require extensive 
surgeries adding further costs. 

 November 2017 (Intake: 27) 

 December 2017 (Intake: 14) 

 January 2018 (Intake: 32 ) 

 February 2018 (Intake: 31) 

1/2/2018 Teddy, Bella-Rose, Henry came in to the 

Orphanage from an associate rescue. 

1/2/2018 Stella was found on a property with a broken paw 

and taken to a vet in Werribee, then transferred to the 

Orphanage. 

1/2/2018 Wilder also was taken to a vet in Werribee and 

then transferred to the Orphanage. 

3/2/2018 Tilly was found at South Kensington Train station 

under a car. 

4/2/2018 Lex is a dental bun and was transferred to the 

Orphanage from another rescue. 

6/2/2018 Hetti was handed into vets at Narre Warren then 

transferred to the Orphanage. 

6/2/2018 Finley was left with a friend who did not come 

back for him. 

7/2/2018 Ralph was unwanted after his friend died and was 

surrendered to the Orphanage. 

8/2/2018 Peter Pocket was transferred to the Orphanage 

from another rescue due to his stress behaviour 

10/2/2018 Buckley was found in Dromana, handed into a vet 

clinic and transferred to the Orphanage. 

15/2/2018 Saber is a dental bun and was handed into a vet 

clinic in Altona, then transferred to the Orphanage 

16/2/2018 Bush baby was found in a cat enclosure with the 

cats playing/stalking her.  Baby Hare was also found 

injured. 

17/2/2018 Milli and Dougal were dumped in Northcote.  

They were caught and brought to the Orphanage.  Dougal 

died after surgery. 

18/2/2018 Cherry was found dumped in a box, under a bush 

in a park in Dandenong. 

20/2/2018 Cholo and Chika were rescued from a 

kindergarten and then surrendered to the Orphanage. 

21/2/2018 Latte was handed into a vet clinic in Bundoora. 

26/2/2018 Ziggi was found in Ferntree Gully.   He was 
rehomed from the Orphanage in 2016, and his microchip 
allowed him to be returned to us.   
27/2/2018 1 week old baby buns x 8 came in from an 
associated rescue after the mother died. 
27/2/2018 Stray bun transferred from Bundoora. 



Vet Tip 
Most of us know and love the big fold of skin some female (and chubby male!) rabbits have 
under their chin, but most of us haven't given it much thought!  

This fold of skin, the dewlap, is actually an important anatomical structure and serves a 
purpose. When a female rabbit is getting ready to give birth, they will make a nest.  

The best material to keep bald baby bunnies warm? Rabbit fur! Mother rabbits will pull fur from their extra furry 
dewlap skin and bellies, both to line the nest and make it easier for their young to suckle.  

Of course, we recommend all rabbits are desexed; dewlaps in our pet rabbits shouldn't need to serve any other 
purpose than being cute! 

Dr. Belinda Oppenheimer BVSc (Hons) - The Rabbit Doctors 

The Animal Rescuer 

Deep down ingrained in the psyche there is a commitment that 

transcends time.  A driving force from somewhere else that I 

cannot walk away from, an unwavering commitment to care for 

the most vulnerable.  When unable to go on, invisible arms 

embrace me, a kind word sustains me. 

When a bunny spirit leaves this world my heart breaks and part of 

me goes with it.  When the long days and sleepless nights merge 

into dawn, I struggle on…. 

My mind blocks out the despair, I try not to cry for the abuse and 

neglect that I am confronted with daily. I ignore the self-

centeredness of humans and politely accept the animal whilst my 

mind screams in anguish. 

The spirit of the rabbit lives in me, and each day, the injustice of 

their plight threatens to bury my spirit, but today I survived 

another day… 

Deep down ingrained in the psyche there is a commitment that transcends time.  A driving force that is controlled from 

somewhere else, taking me with it.  For the rabbit rescuer operates outside the boundaries of a world that you know and 

understand.  

The $2 Challenge 
Join our $2 challenge fundraiser to help us raise funds for all of these bunnies.  Meet Lex, Stella, Fae and Sarge   
https://sponsoranunwantedpetrabbit.raisely.com/ 

https://sponsoranunwantedpetrabbit.raisely.com/


Over the Christmas and New Year period we have 

farewelled many of our much loved  bunny 

companions.  Many of these little buns battled bravely 

through health challenges, but also enjoyed loving, 

happy homes. Whilst we mourn their passing, their unique bunny spirits will always remain in our 

hearts.   

We applaud each human carer who has bravely taken these bunnies into their homes and loved and 

cared for them, knowing that their heart would be broken when their life spirit departed across the 

rainbow bridge. 

In Loving Memory 

Rainbow Bridge Bunnies 

Bazzle, Dusty, Polly & Pocket, Charlie 

Girl, Nirvana and Blaise (as a baby), 

Dolly & Frank,  Pilot, Miss Muffett, 

Raberta, Charlotte, Rik, Daisy Lou,  Sally 



Bunny Education - See the 
links below for handy 
information about caring for 
your bun: 

Bunny Care Booklet 

Responsible Bunny Ownership 

The Myxomatosis Virus 

The Bunny Diet 

Bunnies as Indoor Pets  

Companion Bunnies  

When a Bunny Needs a Vet 
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Event When 

Bunny Yoga - Mark Street Hall, North 

Fitzroy 

Sunday, 4th March 2018 

10.00am-11.00am and 

11.30am-12.30pm 

Stonnington Pets in the Park - Malvern 

East 

Sunday, 25th March 2018 

11.00am-4.00pm 

Million Paws Walk - Yan Yean Reservoir, 

Whittlesea 

Sunday, 20th May 2018 

8.30am-12.00pm 

Volunteers Needed 
We always need volunteers onsite and at our events.  Please contact 

us if you would like to help, or visit our website and fill in the online 

application.  

SPONSORS: Thankyou to our wonderful sponsors 

Our Silver Sponsors are: 

‘Buy a Bunny a Little Time’ Sponsors are: 

Thankyou Hampers, Cloud BT, Loan Base, Merindah Art, 
Salesforce.   

Meet our Corporate Sponsors 

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH 
Congratulations to our wonderful volunteers, Nara and Alysha, 
who are our chosen volunteers for January and February 2018 

 

http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Booklet-Bunny-Ownership_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Responsible-Bunny-Ownership_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Myxomatosis-Virus_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/The-Bunny-Diet_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Bunnies-as-Indoor-Pets_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Companion-Bunnies_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/When-your-bunny-needs-a-vet_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au
mailto:info@rabbitrunaway.org.au?subject=Rabbit%20Runaway%20Enquiry
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/bunny-yoga-tickets-42375543391
http://www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/Discover/City-of-Stonnington-events/Pets-in-the-Park
https://www.millionpawswalk.com.au/locations/VIC/whittlesea
https://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/volunteer
https://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/volunteer
https://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/meet-our-corporate-sponsors

