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You may have heard about a new type of Calicivirus 
affecting rabbits in Australia. The newest virus, called RHDV 
type 2 (or RHDV2), has been confirmed in Wangaratta, New 
South Wales, ACT and South Australia. It has recently 
(January 2016) been confirmed in metropolitan Melbourne.  

Our vets have put together a summary of useful 
information for you, and the full transcript can be accessed 
from our website.  

Exotic vets across Australia have discussed an alternative 
vaccination protocol to help minimize the risk to your 
rabbit. Increasing the frequency of vaccinations may help 
reduce the number of cases. This is based on the 
observation of exotic veterinarians, the NSW DPI and 
information from Europe. It is the best information we 
currently have.  Decisions regarding vaccination will have to 
be made through conversations between you and your vet.  

Warranwood Vet Clinic and The Rabbit Doctor are currently 
recommending the vaccination schedule that follows. 
When we get more information we may change our 
recommendations. We are trying to prevent a disease that 
has no treatment and high likelihood of death. 

Young Rabbits 

 Vaccinate from 4 weeks of age, repeat doses at 8 and 12 
weeks  

Adult rabbits 

 Vaccinate every 6 months 

Unvaccinated adults, or overdue adults  

 Vaccinate twice, 1 month apart, then every 6 months. 

What can you do to minimize the risk to your rabbits? 

 Vaccinate your rabbit every 6 months or as directed by 
your veterinarian 

 Keep rabbits indoors where possible 

 Screen outdoor rabbits from insects using mosquito 
netting 

 Keep indoor/outdoor rabbits inside at high risk times of 
day; dawn and dusk 

 Quarantine (keep separate) new rabbits for at least a 
week before introducing them to your current rabbits  

 Take unwell rabbits to your rabbit savvy vet 

Did you know? 

 Calicivirus lives in the environment for a long time (up 
to 3 or 4 months) 

 Calicivirus can be transmitted by insects, urine, faeces, 
saliva, bedding, and by people and other animals 
moving between rabbits. 

Notes by Dr Lizzie Selby (Goldstraw) BVSc BSc MANZCVS 
(Unusual and Exotic Pets) with consultation from Dr Brendan 
Carmel and Dr Gerry Skinner. 

New Strain of Calici Virus Confirmed in Victoria 

Welcome to the January/February 2016 edition of Rabbit Run-Away Chronicles, our newsletter for Rabbit Run-Away Orphanage and 
the HRS Australian Chapter….   

Happy New Year to everyone; you will be seeing Chronicles on a bi-monthly basis this year - we’re doing things a little differently so 
we can balance life at the orphanage and continue to bring informative articles to our readers. 

What we know: 

 Lady Charlotte was approximately 4 yrs. + 6 mths of age when 
she died 

 She was vaccinated on 23 April 2015 and died mid-Jan 2016 (8 
months and 2 weeks after the vaccine was administered) 

 There were 4 other rabbits in the same home and 3 are not 
affected to date. One died from the same virus strain as Lady 
Charlotte 

Rest in Peace, Lady Charlotte.. 



Bunnies of the 
Month: The Big 
Friendly Giants 
In an orphanage in the mists of 
the great forest, were 3 baby “big 
friendly giants” with white feet.  
These little giants were already as 
large as the smallest buns at the orphanage although they 
were only 4 weeks old.  These baby “big friendly giants”, 
were often overlooked as humans came to the orphanage 
to adopt the other bunnies.  The humans came to their 
enclosure and when they learnt that they were to grow big, 
they walked away. The little giants tried and tried to show 
the humans how friendly they were, as they engaged in 
mysterious activities, binkying and poking their wiggly 
noses through the enclosure hoping for nose rubs. These 
baby “big friendly giants” destiny is to give their humans 
lots of love and happy dreams.  The baby “big friendly 
giants” dream of their forever home and are waiting at the 
Orphanage for a loving human to come and get them. 

NOTE: These beautiful baby giants can go to their home 
now, and they can come back to the orphanage for de-
sexing and vaccinations when they are old enough.   

Giants currently at the orphanage include Sophie, Denzel, 
Nirvana, Bonnie & Clyde, Ariel & Astra, Sahara (pictured 
above left), Slippers & Sneakers (pictured above right), 
Abigail & Jasper, and 7 giant babies still to be named. 

Contact the orphanage for more information or see all of 
our current orphans on the website.  

Did you know? 
 Giant rabbits are calm placid, intelligent and docile, and are 

not as highly strung as smaller breeds. 

 Due to their size and calm temperament, they are also 
suited to families with children, and with ongoing 
attention, love and care, they make very affectionate pets. 

 Giants will bond with another smaller breed of rabbit or 
humans due to their placid nature, and once you have 
gained a rabbits trust, they are loyal for life. 

Vet Tip 
The hot weather is here – and bunnies are moulting. Why do Melbourne rabbits seem to moult more than any 
others?  Young rabbits usually moult 4x in the first year of life, and twice yearly thereafter.  Fur turnover is 
regulated by 3 main factors – the natural cycle of the hair follicle, (they  grow, stay for a set period, and then 
fall out) daylight length (which determines winter and summer coat thickness) and importantly for Melbourne – changes in 
temperature.   

With our crazy differences in temperature from one day to the next, bunnies are led to think winter is coming early many times a 
year, and shed accordingly!  Remember to keep your bunnies’ coats regularly brushed to remove excess hair as ingesting it can lead 
to gut stasis, and very rarely, blockages. 

Dr Gerry Skinner BSc BVSc PhD MRCVS MANZCVSc - The Rabbit Doctor 

Re-cap:  December & January 
While most of us relaxed over the holiday period it was a frantic 

time for the Orphanage with people calling in for help to catch 

stray rabbits, and the Facebook pages inundated with lost and 

dumped rabbits, resulting in an influx of strays. We have seen an 

explosion of baby bunnies with 2 females pregnant and having 

litters in quick succession, including Nirvana, an agouti giant who 

came to the Orphanage with Denzel.  

The Orphanage is turning more than 80 rabbits a week away to 

other rescues as we are constantly at capacity and the strain on 

resources has been immense, many of the special needs bunnies 

have been in surgeries and/or needing vet intervention over this 

period.   

Funds have quickly depleted and an urgent call has been put out to 

help meet the emergency vet bills which have reached a 

staggering $6,000.  The Orphanage has ceased to take in rabbits 

until these vet bills are paid.  If you can help, please donate 

through our website, or alternatively through our GoFundMe 

campaign. 

http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/contact-us/
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/#!adopt-foster/ck7s
https://www.gofundme.com/rmm7g4s4
https://www.gofundme.com/rmm7g4s4


Who’s Who at Rabbit Run-Away Orphanage? 

This month, we have been speaking to one of our wonderful foster carers, 
Vanessa.  Read on to hear her story.. 

Vanessa, who do you foster at the Orphanage? 

The lovely Hugo and Ellie. 

How did you find out about the Orphanage and why did you want to foster?  

I found out about the Orphanage through Google, I already had a bunny and 
wanted to get another one so I "Googled" rescue rabbits, clicked on Rabbit Run-
Away Orphanage and liked what they did; I then applied to adopt.  We tried a 
bunny date but our little boy wasn't interested, and the following week he 
unfortunately passed away.  After a while, I contacted Judi to talk about fostering 
and made a time to go to the Orphanage, then picked Hugo and Ellie. 

What is the best thing about fostering? 

Fostering makes me feel like I am giving some rabbits another chance; it makes me sad to think that just because a 
bunny is older, or has a medical condition that people do not want them. They all have their own individual 
personalities and deserve to live a good life. 

What do Rabbits See? 
Many house rabbit “parents” are 
curious to know what the world looks 
like to their lagomorph companion.  

Why does it seem difficult for my 
bunny to find food right in front of his face?  

Why is my bunny so easily startled or frightened if I walk 
into the room holding a box or a grocery bag?  

Can my rabbit see colours? 

We human primates, have forward-placed eyes which 
confer binocular vision and depth perception.  Also, we 
have excellent colour vision, a trait which helped our 
ancestors to find ripe fruit and tasty flowers in the 
forest canopy. 

On the other hand, the rabbit visual system is designed 
to quickly and effectively detect approaching predators 
from almost any direction.  The eyes are placed high and 
to the sides of the skull, allowing the rabbit to see nearly 
360 degrees, as well as far above her head.  Rabbits 
tend to be farsighted, which explains why they may be 
frightened by an airplane flying overhead even if their 
human companion can barely see it.  (It could be a 
hawk!  Run!) 

The price the bunny pays for this remarkable field of 
vision is a small blind spot directly in front of his face, 
but forward-placed nostrils and large, spooning ears 
compensate for that minor loss of predator-detecting 
space.  For an animal to have binocular vision, the field 
of view of both eyes must overlap to some degree.  The 

central blind spot in the rabbit’s field of view precludes 
a three-dimensional view of nearby objects.  When your 
bunny cocks her head and seems to be looking at you 
“sideways,” she is actually looking as straight at you as 
is possible for a bunny.  

What about colour vision?  Behavioural studies 
published in the early 1970’s indicate that rabbits do 
have a limited ability to discriminate between colours.  
Although rabbits may not perceive green and blue the 
way we do, they *can* tell them apart.  This means they 
have limited colour vision. 

Can my rabbit see me clearly, or am I just a big blur? 

Using your shape, your voice, body movements and 
scent as cues, your rabbit can recognize you (his 
favourite human) – as long as you’re not carrying a scary 
box that completely changes your familiar shape! 

Knowing a little more about how another creature sees 
the world allows us to come one step closer to 
understanding its behaviour – and modifying our own to 
make life happier for everyone.  

Extract from an article by Dana M. Krempels, Ph.D. (1998) 
House Rabbit Society.  

> See more about this topic on YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFYKeLu9tG8


Bunny Education - See the 
links below for handy 
information about caring for 
your bun: 

Bunny Care Booklet 

Responsible Bunny Ownership 

The Myxomatosis Virus 

The Bunny Diet 

Bunnies as Indoor Pets  

Companion Bunnies  

When a Bunny Needs a Vet 
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Volunteer Positions Available 
Data entry: one afternoon a week 

Shelter attendants: weekend shifts available 

Long term Foster Homes: for our VIB 
bunnies, all equipment, supplies and vet care 
covered. 

Please contact the orphanage if you (or 
anyone you know) are interested in these 
positions. 

A day to donate 
your spare change 
on the 28th of 
each month - save 
the date! 

Important Dates to Remember 

What? When? 

Adoption Day - My Pet Warehouse in Toorak  
Saturday, 13 February, 
2016 10am-2pm 

Winston’s Challenge - City of Melbourne 
(Flemington) 

Saturday, 13 February, 
2016 

Adoption Day - My Pet Warehouse in Fitzroy  
Saturday, 20 February, 
2016 10am-2pm 

Winston’s Challenge - City of Knox (Boronia) 
Saturday, 19 March, 
2016 

Adoption Day - Pets in the Park event, Central 
Park, Malvern East  

Sunday, 20 March, 2016 

Winston’s Challenge - City of Moreland 
(Brunswick/Coburg) 

Saturday, 2 April, 2016 

Winston’s Challenge - City of Banyule 
(Heidelberg) 

Saturday, 9 April, 2016 

Adoption Day - My Pet Warehouse in Coburg  
Saturday, 30 April, 2016 
10am-2pm 

Winston’s Challenge - City of Manningham 
(Doncaster) 

Saturday, 30 April, 2016 

Winston’s Challenge - City of Stonnington 
(Toorak/Windsor/South Yarra) 

Saturday, 11 June, 2016 

http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Booklet-Bunny-Ownership_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Responsible-Bunny-Ownership_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Myxomatosis-Virus_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/The-Bunny-Diet_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Bunnies-as-Indoor-Pets_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Companion-Bunnies_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/When-your-bunny-needs-a-vet_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au
mailto:info@rabbitrunaway.org.au?subject=Rabbit%20Runaway%20Enquiry
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/contact-us/

