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Welcome to the latest edition of Rabbit Run-Away Chronicles, our newsletter for Rabbit Run-Away Orphanage 
and the House Rabbit Society Australian Chapter…. 

Our GoFundMe campaign was scammed by internet 

fraudsters 

Due to the increase in foster rabbits which now totals 

165 in permanent homes, of which we pay the vet care, 

our vet bills have increased significantly of late making it 

difficult for us to continue to take in rabbits. 

On the 22 March 2017, we launched our GoFundMe 

campaign to raise much needed funds to address the 

situation of increasing vet bills. 

It 

took us three calls to 

the police who were 

powerless to act, 

contact with internet 

fraud groups, 

GoFundMe, PayPal, 

Facebook and Google 

before the fraudulent 

page was removed.  

We still do not know 

which agency 

removed the 

fraudulent page as 

there was no confirmation or feedback from any of 

them.   

When donating online, please ensure that you can see 

either the GoFundMe or Rabbit Runaway in the address 

bar.  With this interruption to our fundraising for vet 

bills we are still short of our target - as at 25 April, we 

are just under halfway to our goal of $24,000.   

If you can assist, please donate through our website or 

the gofundme page https://www.gofundme.com/special

-needs-rabbits-vet-bills 

GoFundMe Campaign 

Pets in the Park 
Guess who was at City of 
Stonnington's Pets in 
the Park this year 
spreading the word 
about rabbits as pets?   

A very successful day 
was had thanks to Lee 
Ann and a great team of 
our volunteers. 

On 31 March 2017, one of our followers noticed that 

our GoFundMe campaign had been copied, a fraud-

ulent link had been attached and a PayPal and credit 

cards link had replaced the GoFundMe donation 

page.  This had the effect of donations going to 

fraudulent links that had no connection to the Or-

phanage. 

Whilst our original GoFundMe was secure, the 

fraudulent page had "yorkrescue.org" in the web 

address and was circulating across Facebook. 

https://www.gofundme.com/special-needs-rabbits-vet-bills
https://www.gofundme.com/special-needs-rabbits-vet-bills


The Victorian Government has recently released the Korean 
(K5) strain of calicivirus to try and reduce wild rabbit 
numbers.  

There are two other calicivirus strains also present in 
Victoria - VHD1 (the original strain) and VHD2 (the "wild" or 
"European" strain). Like other calicivirus variants, K5 will be 
capable of infecting both wild and pet rabbits via insect bite 
(especially mosquitoes), direct contact with infected 
rabbits, and indirectly e.g. by contaminated equipment, 
clothes, shoes or car tyres.  

Calicivirus acts by causing liver damage and bleeding in 
infected rabbits; typically most susceptible rabbits will die 
rapidly (within 24 hours) following infection, or be found 
dead. Occasionally bleeding from the mouth, nose or anus 
may be seen.  

There has been a small study that has indicated the current 
vaccination, which is the only vaccination commercially 

available in Australia (Cylap-RCD), will be fully protective 
against the new variant.  

This is currently the only study we have testing the efficacy 
of the vaccination towards the new strain.  

Based on current evidence regarding all the calicivirus 
strains, we recommend a six monthly vaccination protocol 
with additional boosters for young rabbits or those with 
lapsed vaccination status.  There is currently no research to 
indicate that vaccinating more frequently will confer any 
positive effect.  

Measures to reduce access to insects (especially 
mosquitoes), other rabbits, and potentially contaminated 
goods (and people!) is also crucial to limiting disease 
spread. If you have any specific questions, chat with your 
bunny friendly vet. 

- Dr. Belinda Oppenheimer BVSc (Hons) - The Rabbit Doctors 

An Update From The Rabbit Doctors 

Happy to Be Alive 
The Seaford Rescue Effort and VHD2 Calici 

In August 2016 the 
Orphanage had a call 
from a Seaford resident 
that rabbits were 
running in the streets 
near a major 
intersection. 

The rabbits were traced 
to a neighbouring 
property, where the 
woman had brought 

two rabbits for her children.  They breed until there were 
twelve rabbits dodging traffic.  They were collected and the 
woman surrendered another four from her property.  
Amongst them were three pregnant females and with the 
surviving litters there was now a total of 28 rabbits from 
this one property.  All these rabbits were less than one year 
old.  When confronted with the situation the woman took 
no responsibility, sighting that they were her five year old 
son’s rabbits.   

…forward to January 2017 

The Orphanage received a call from the foster carer that 
one of the rabbits had died suddenly and another rabbit 
was unwell.   

They were all transported to the Orphanage, and set up in 
our quarantine building under strict quarantine protocols 
and away from all the other animals.  The only person that 
tended to these rabbits and went into the quarantine space 
was Judi.  And so began a harrowing time for all involved, 
the foster carer, our vets and the Orphanage, as we 

struggled with an uncertain diagnosis. Autopsy after 
autopsy did not show the classic signs of Calici until Calici 
Type 2, a rogue strain, was confirmed by Government Bio 
Security, after analysis of tissue samples. 

Of the 10 females housed together, 7 died (including the 
two mothers named Magnolia and Lace, whilst three 
survived,  Avril, Ava and Bella   

Of the three males, Rocky, Rolo and Mojo, and the one 
female Marble housed 
together, Mojo and Marble 
died and Rolo and Rocky 
survived.   

All of the deceased rabbits 
were housed in enclosures 
with other rabbits that 
survived.   

There were also a further 
seven males that were all 
housed separately, both at 
the Orphanage and at the 
foster carers place.  All of 
these males survived. 

According to the experts 
that worked on this case, 
the surviving rabbits will 
now be immune to this 
strain of Calici, and are not carriers. 

After the last rabbit died, the surviving rabbits were 
quarantine for a further eight weeks.   

The rabbits were then vaccinated and desexed and a 
further two weeks later they were transferred into the 
Orphanage for rehoming. The impact on us is in the article 
“Baring the Soul” on page 3. 

Photo: Survivors Avril, Ava and Bella 

Photo: Survivors Rolo and Rocky 

Photo: Mojo, Marble, Rolo and Rocky 



The Soul cries for the loss of each 

young life.  Don't think too much, 

don't grieve... there is no time now 

with the huge task at hand.  There 

will be time later to stitch together 

a broken heart. 

Kind people try to rescue pets, but 

when the task gets too hard, the 

animals are passed on to someone 

that cares a bit more, then when 

the task gets harder still the 

animals are passed on to us.   

Their problem has gone away and 

we are left with an emotional, 

financial and physical burden to  

deal with.  

Sleep is illusive, what will I find 

when I go downstairs?  I still must 

function, feed the surviving baby 

rabbit, look after the sick rabbits, 

clean the Orphanage, make the vet 

appointments and a million other 

tasks.  Each time I enter the 

quarantine area I look over to see if 

the rabbits are eating, quiet, 

slumped.  Death takes them within 

a day.  The litter mates all look sad.  

I am sad... each one that dies 

represents a life stolen away 

through the ignorance of humans 

and a government that has turned 

its back on us and the animals.   

Don't think too much, don't grieve, 

there is too much to do.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the tears start I am afraid they 

will not stop and I will crumble. 

Two months have passed since the 

last death and there are 12 

survivors, they binky each time I 

clean their enclosures and lift my 

spirits to see them happy to be 

alive. 

Kallista Market Stall Fundraiser 
On April 1st 2017, our first market stall raised a fantastic 

$600 for the Orphanage.  A BIG thankyou to our 

volunteers, Cassie and Chai, who looked after the stall 

and pulled the whole event together for us.  Our craft 

group was busy making things for the stall.  A great 

result for a local morning market. Whilst it was a chilly 

day in the hills, Chai and Cassie were snug in their bunny 

suits.  

We hope to run the market stall bi-monthly, with our 

next stall being held on Sat 3rd June.  If there are any 

crafters who would like to jump on board to make things 

for sale at our next craft market, please let us know and 

we will add you to our craft group.  

Baring the Soul of Rabbit Rescue 
Reflections of the Seaford Rescue Effort 



Bunny Education - See the 
links below for handy 
information about caring 
for your bun: 

Bunny Care Booklet 

Responsible Bunny 
Ownership 

The Myxomatosis Virus 

The Bunny Diet 

Bunnies as Indoor Pets  

Companion Bunnies  

When a Bunny Needs a Vet 

 

 

Rabbit Run-Away 
Orphanage Inc.  

ABN 42 975 123 153 

19 Stanley Street, 
Olinda VIC 3788, 
AUSTRALIA 

Phone: 1300 959 370 or  

(03) 9751 1229 

 

 

Web: 
www.rabbitrunaway.org.au  

E-mail: 
info@rabbitrunaway.org.au 

 

Contributors:   

Dr. Judi Inglis 

Lee-Ann Tee 

Letitia Panosh  

Megan Munro 

The Rabbit Doctors 

Positions Available 
Intersection Collectors:  

paid positions 

Shelter volunteers:   

week day and weekend shifts 

Long term Foster Carers: for our 
VIB bunnies and couples, all 
equipment, supplies and vet care 
covered.   

Please contact the orphanage if 
you (or others) can help. 

 

Rabbit Run-Away Calendar 

Event / Location Dates 

Melbourne Rabbit Conference 

Kallista Market 

18 Nov 2017 

3 June 2017 

A day to donate 
your spare change 
on the 28th of 
each month - save 
the date! 

In The News 
Rabbit Runaway Orphanage was 

featured in the Local Trader Mail and 

Yarra Ranges Life TV in their mid week 

wrap. 

The article is titled, "What happens to 

the Easter bunny after Easter?"  

The news coverage can be viewed on 

the following links: 

 

The Local Trader Mail:  http://rangestrader.mailcommunity.com.au/mail/2017-04

-13/what-happens-to-the-easter-bunny-after-easter/ 

YR Life TV: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w87H0dcFzS4 

 

 

 

Melbourne Rabbit Conference 
A date for your diary, anyone is welcome to attend.   

The conference is intended to educate and inform 

about domestic rabbit ownership and will include topics 

on getting the basics right, rabbit behaviours, housing, 

medical issues and what to do in an emergency.  

More information and tickets are available on the 

following link:  

 

https://www.platinumcpd.com/product-page/copy-of-the-melbourne-rabbit-

conference-nov-18 

http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Booklet-Bunny-Ownership_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Responsible-Bunny-Ownership_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Responsible-Bunny-Ownership_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Myxomatosis-Virus_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/The-Bunny-Diet_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Bunnies-as-Indoor-Pets_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Companion-Bunnies_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/When-your-bunny-needs-a-vet_Jan2013.pdf
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au
mailto:info@rabbitrunaway.org.au?subject=Rabbit%20Runaway%20Enquiry
http://www.rabbitrunaway.org.au/contact-us/
http://rangestrader.mailcommunity.com.au/mail/2017-04-13/what-happens-to-the-easter-bunny-after-easter/
http://rangestrader.mailcommunity.com.au/mail/2017-04-13/what-happens-to-the-easter-bunny-after-easter/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w87H0dcFzS4
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